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ABSTRACT 



The modern language curriculum guide for grades K-6 is 
designed to correlate with Checkpoint A of the New York State Syllabus. It 
presents major topics, listing instructional objectives, functions, skill 
areas, suggested instructional materials, suggested activities, cultural 
content, and games, songs, and puzzles. Introductory sections outline the New 
York State foreign language requirements; the curriculum's format; scope and 
sequence; and objectives for each topic. Topics are detailed in subsequent 
sections. Topics include: personal identification; socializing; numbers and 
shapes; colors; clothing; animals; calendar; house and home; family life; 
community /neighbor hood; physical environment; meal taking/f ood/drink ; health 
and welfare; education; earning a living; leisure; public and private 
services; shopping; travel; and current events. Contains a 19-item general 
bibliography, 11 references on communicative testing, and 14 
language-specific references for learning activities. Lists of essentials 
phrases for all languages and potential authentic materials are appended. 

(MSE) 
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FOREWORD 



As a result of the growing awareness that language is the 
natural vehicle of world communication, the realization has 
emerged that language study is necessary and imperative in order 
to adequately communicate our interests and concerns, dreams and 
aspirations, experiences and ideas, as well as to permit us to 
identify the world around us. 

With this in mind, the Yonkers Public Schools have, in recent 
years, expanded foreign language programs to include elementary 
through high school offerings. The talents of the district's 
professional staff have been tapped to develop appropriate 
materials to support this effort. 

Committees comprised of foreign language teachers, as well as 
school and central office administrators, developed guides to 
facilitate the teaching and learning of foreign language. 

The curriculum guides use a spiraling pattern thus 
paralleling the language development process with which students 
are familiar. A communicative approach has been consistently 
incorporated throughout to insure skill competency building, 
enhance learning and provide consistency with State Education 
Department mandates. 

The development of the Yonkers Public Schools' Foreign 
Language Curriculum Guides will contribute to consistency in 
content and overall improvement in second language acquisition. 
This is another step closer in our journey toward academic 
excellence for all Yonkers Public Schools' students. 
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Donald M. Batista 
Superintendent of Schools 
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INTRODUCTION 



PURPOSE: 



Teaching the Curriculum wa s specially designed as a unified, 
objective based curriculum guide for foreign language instruction with 
respect to Checkpoint A of the New York State Syllabus. 

The format of Teaching the Curriculum is based on the newly 
developed State Syllabus and is designed so as to clearly and concisely 
present the major topics and situations pertinent to foreign language 
instruction. A resource packet containing supplemental activities and 
suggestions has been compiled. Its purpose is to provide teachers with 
start-up materials. 

This curriculum, aided by the classroom teacher* s skill and 
creativity will serve as a catalyst in transforming abstract concepts 
into instructional realities. This format was designed with this purpose 
in mind. 



PHILOSOPHY: 

Facility in a foreign language is an invaluable asset to our ability 
to communicate effectively in the world totality. It enhances our 
opportunities to achieve peace and provide socio-economic and political 
stability in an increasingly mutually-dependant world. In addition, 
foreign language ability offers obvious benefits through expanded employ- 
ment and career opportunities. 

Consequently, the study of a foreign language should be an integral 
part of each student* 8 educational experience. It is incumbent upon 
today's educational leadership to make this opportunity available so that 
they may better prepare themselves to play a productive and meaningful 
role in the future. 

This document is an expression of hope that the development of a 
course of study in the knowledge of foreign languages will stimulate 
students, parents and community to support knowledge of languages and 
understanding of other cultures. The goals, objectives, and suggested 
activities have been selected to revitalize the approach to the 
acquisition of a second language with emphasis on communication 
competence. 

To that effect, we present this curriculum as a symbol of our 
commitment to provide our students with skills valuable not only in 
socio-economic terms, but also useful towards a greater understanding of 
our world, towards peace and stability. 
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The Regents have incorporated cultural goals, into the Action Plan in the 
following statements: 

Each student will acquire knowledge, understanding and appreciation of 
artistic, cultural, and intellectual accomplishments of civilization and 
will develop the skills to express personal aesthetic judgments. 

These include: 

. ability to use cultural resources of museums, libraries, theaters, 
historic sites and performing arts groups 

. ability to make aesthetic judgments, and ability to apply them to 
works of art 

Each student will learn methods of inquiry and knowledge gained through 
the study of language and literature in at least one language other than 
English and will use the methods and knowledge in interdisciplinary 
applications. J 

Each student will acquire knowledge of political, economic, and social 
institutions and procedures in various nations; ability to compare the 
operation of such institutions; and understanding of the international 
interdependence of political, economic, social, cultural and 
environmental systems. 
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REQUIREMENTS 



The New York State Board of Regents, through its Action Plan, reinstated the 
requirement of a second language. The Part 100 Regulations of the New York 
State Education Department introduces a two tier approach to the acquisition of 
a second language. 

Part 100.2 (d) Second Language Requirement 

(1) Public school students graduating in 1992 'and thereafter shall have 
completed at least one unit of study in a second language at some 
time during grades kindergarten through nine. Public school students 
graduating in 1994 and thereafter shall have completed at least two 
units of study in a second language at some time during grades 
kindergarten through nine. 

(2) Beginning September 1, 1988, the Board of Education of each public 
school district shall make available instruction in a language other 
than English in grades 8 through 12. 

(3) Beginning in May, 1989, all students who pass an approved second 
language proficiency examination shall be awarded the first unit of 
credit in second language instruction, unless the student has already 
been awarded such first unit of credit in second language instruc- 
tion as set forth in section 100.1 (b) of this part. 

The goal of the Modern Language Syllabus, in the spirit of the Regents 
Action Plan, which we enthusiastically endorse, addresses the needs of 
today’s students as they prepare to meet the challenges of the 2lst 
Century in a rapidly changing world. 

The underpinnings of the Regents Action Plan - critical thinking, 
reasoning skills, the synthesis of knowledge, humanistic understanding, 
social awareness, creativity and self-esteem - are the foundation of the 
three major goals of Modern Language Syllabus: Communicative Goals, 

Cultural Goals and General Educational Goals. Although the three major 
goals are listed separately, they are not intended to be isolated 
objectives, but rather to be woven together into a communicative whole. 

General Educational Goals 



Second language learning is an integral part of the student's total 
learning experience and provides a basis for interdisciplinary activity. 

The following goals stated in the Regents Action Plan address the 
interrelationship of disciplines and the need to coordinate separate 
entities into a meaningful unity: 



Each student will master communication skills enabling him/her to: 

• think logically and creatively 

• determine what information is needed for particular purposes and 
acquire, organize, and use that information for those purposes 

• a PPly reasoning skills to issues and problems 

Each student will respect and practice basic civic values and acquire the 
skills, knowledge, understanding, and attitudes necessary to participate 
in democratic self-government. 

Included are: 

• understanding and acceptance of the values of justice, honesty, 
self-discipline, due process, equality, and majority rule with 
respect for minority rights 

« respect for self, others, and property as integral to a self- 
governing, democratic society 

Each student will develop a commitment to lifetime learning with the 
capacity for undertaking new studies, synthesizing new knowledge and 
experience with the known, and refining the ability to judge. 

Communicative Goals 



The goal of second language teaching is the achievement of functional 
communication in the context of the target language culture. 

The goal expressed by the Regents Action Plan delineates specific areas 
of concentration related to second language instruction: 

Each student will develop proficiencies in the communication skills 
enabling him/her to: 

• speak, understand, read and write at least one language other than 
English 

• comprehend written, spoken and visual presentations in various media 

Each student will develop the ability to understand, respect, and accept 
people of different races, sex, ability, cultural heritages, national 
origin, values, beliefs and attitudes. 

Cultural Goals 



The understanding and appreciation of different cultures in other 
countries, as well as in our own community, are integral elements in 
second language education. The foreign language curriculum, in 
collabortion with other curricular areas, makes a major contribution to 
the Regents 1 goals. 
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COMPONENTS OF COMMUNICATION 
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What ? How WeSS ? 

(proficiency) 




CHECKPOINT A 

lists the components of intended learning outcomes and describes 
the proficiency levels necessary to complete the required units 
o stu y at some time in grades K— 8. (Proficiency Examination) 



CHECKPOINT B 



lists the components of intended learning outcomes and describes 
proficiency levels necessary to complete successfully a three 
unit-of-credit sequence for a Regents diploma. (Regents Examination) 



CHECKPOINT C 



lists the components of intended learning outcomes and describes 
the proficiency levels necessary to complete sucessfully a five 
unit-of-credit sequence for a Regents Diploma. 
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FORMAT 



The foreign language curriculum is based on the New York State Syllabus for 
Modern Languages for Communication, New York State Education Department. The 
format used throughout the curriculum guide consists of topics and 
instructional objectives leading to communicative competence. Throughout the 
guide, the topics are further developed in units. Most topics and units are 
introduced and presented at various times during the instructional period, but 
with varying degrees of intensity and execution. The same topic/unit will be 
presented with increasing emphasis in the development of communicative skills. 

Following the instructional objective, a series of suggested activities are 
presented for use by the teacher. These will give the students the 
opportunity to develop the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. These activities also provide for opportunities to understand 
cultural differences and appreciate similarities. 

The instructional program follows the curriculum. The textbook and other 
supplementary materials enhance the objectives. The overall goal is to 
produce a student who can communicate needs and knowledge in a second 
language. 

SCOPE AMD SBQPEHCE 

The progression of skills, concepts, and competencies is positive and 
increases in intensity. The topics/units are the same throughout the 
curriculum, however, the enhancement of the skills is greater according 
to the level and the group. 

PROFIC IEBC IES - Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing and Culture 

The term proficiency should not be confused with native or near-native 
"fluency." Instead, it refers to the degree of control of the basic 
elements of the language that the student should be able to demonstrate 
at each checkpoint. The proficiencies in the syllabus and the curriculum 
are stated in such a way as to accommodate the learning styles and 
abilities of all students. They are designed to stress the successful 
communication of meaning rather than placing undue emphasis on attaining 
structural accuracy, particularly at the early stages of language 
learning. 



UHITS OF INSTRUCTION _ Topics 

Socializing 

Numbers and Shapes 

Colors 

Animals 

Calendar 

Meal Taking/ Food/Drink 
Health and Welfare 
Educat ion 
Earning a Living 
Leisure 



Personal Identif ication 
House and Home 
Family Life 

Community/ Neighborhood 
Physical Environment 

Publ ic/Pr ivat€ Services 

Shopping 

Travel 

Current Events 



PROGRAM OP INSTRUCTION 



The program is based on the curriculum and the curriculum guides. The 
program of instruction is the actual instruction provided by the teacher 
to the students. 

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives are specific overt changes in student behavior that are 
expected to result from participation in the program. 

learning activities 

Learning activities are those specifically designed to transmit the 
objectives of each unit. The learning activities are suggested pathways 
for the teacher to travel through a lesson. They are intended as a 
springboard for other activities and ideas. 

VOCABULARY 

The introduction of vocabulary is usually devoted to words that tend to 
promote the learning of relevant communicative skills in simple 
structures. The vocabulary will reflect the particular TOPIC as related 
to the students* experiences and to their environmental context. The 
introduction of new vocabulary and structural complexity will respond to 
the needs and interest of the classroom context, as well as curriculum 
design. The vocabulary which appears is suggested vocabulary and is not 
in any way all inclusive. Teachers are encouraged to supplement the 
suggested vocabulary lists with additional relevant words and 
expressions. 
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CEBCKP01HT A - PROPICIBBCTRS 



LISTENING 



1. Students will develop a level of comprehension which will enable 
them to grasp simple statements and questions. 

2. Students will develop an ability to comprehend the basic thrust of 
simple messages and conversations • Repetition is frequently 
required to effect comprehension even when speakers are accustomed 
to conversation with non- natives. 

SPEAKING 



1. Students will develop a facility to initiate, and provide 
appropriate responses to simple statements, as well as carry on 
elementary face-to-face conversations. 

2. Students will be able to function within the vocabulary structure 
and phonology commensurate with the situations, functions and topics 
prescribed for this level. This ability level, with repetitions and 
gestures, will foster comprehension by native speakers accustomed to 
non-natives attempting the target language. 

READING 

!• Students will develop a comprehension level adequate for the 

assimilation of simple informative material or for social purposes,, 

2. Students will be able to comprehend the important elements of brief 
general public statements and common messages. 

3. Students will be able to comprehend the basic concepts of passages 
containing simple grammatical structure and appropriate syntactical 
models. This is accomplished while relying on visual cues and prior 
topical familiarity. Comprehension is accomplished within the 
parameters of simple language using common grammatical patterns and 
vocabulary. 

WRITING 



Students will be able to express basic needs, as well as initiate 
short written messages concerning familiar topics with respect to 
personal experience. 




2. Students will be able to produce short and correct written 

expressions. This will be accomplished through the use of selected, 
mastered vocabulary and syntactical structures appropriate to the 
level. The written material will be comprehensible to native 
speakers even though spelling and grammatical errors may occur. 

CULTURE 



1. Students will be able to understand the cultural aspects of the 
target language speakers. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 



SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 



1. PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION 

Biographical Information 
age 

nationality 

address and telephone number 

family 

occupation 

place and date of birth 
Physical Characteristics 
height 
weight 
complexion 
facial features 
body shape 
color of hair/ eyes 
disabilities 

Psychological Characteristics 
character 
personality 
likes and dislikes 
tastes and interests 

2 . SOCIALIZING 

Introductions 
greetings 
leave takings 
permission 
thanks 
apologies 

3. NUMBERS AND SHAPES 

1-100 

time 

circle/ square/ triangle/ rectangle 

4. COLORS 

5. CLOTHING 

male articles 
female articles 
accessories 
seasonal clothing 

6. ANIMALS 

domestic pets 
zoo 
farm 

7 # CALENDAR 

days 
months 
climate 
weather 

O 
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8, HOUSE AED HOME 



Types of Lodging 
house 
apartment 

Rooms and Other Lodging Components 
identif ica tion 
s ize/ function 
furnishings 

garden/ terrace/ balcony 

9. FAMILY LIFE 

family members 
activities 

10. C0MMDH ITY/ NEIGHBORHOOD 

common activities 
local stores/ f acil ities 

11. PHYSICAL KEVIROMMBBT 

Physical Features 
big city 
small town 
vil lage 
suburb 
country 

geography of area 

12. MEAL TAKING/ FOOD/ DRINK 

Types of Food and Drink 

everyday family fare 

regional and national specialties 

fast-food 

food and drink preparation 

Mealtime Interaction 

regular family meals 
eating with friends/relatives 
eating out 

13. HEALTH AED gELFARE 

Parts of the Body 

identif ica tion 

Illness and Accidents 

symptoms of illness 



14. EDUCATIQE 

Secondary School Organization 
types of schools 
subjects 

schedules/ school year 
School Life 

extracurricular activities 

15. EAMWG A LIVD8G 

Types of Employment 

commonly known occupations 
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16. LEISURE 

Available Leisure Time 
after school 
weekends 
hoi idays 
vacations 

Activ ities 

hobbies/ sport s/o ther interests 
use of media 

Special Occasions 

religious events 
traditions and customs 
family occasions 

17. PUBLIC AED PRIVATE SERVICES 

Communications 

telephone 

mail 

Government Agencies 
post office 



18. SHOPPING 

Shopping Facilities and Products 
shopping centers 
specialty shops 
neighborhood merchants 
department stores 
markets 

Shopping Patterns 

time (opening hours...) 
currency 

interaction with sales staff 
staples and everyday purchases 
modes of payment 
weights/measurements/ sizes 

Shopper 8 * Information 
prices 



19. TRAVEL 

Transportation 

means of transportation 
maps 

timetables and fares 
signs and instructions 
interaction at ticket counters 
advertisement s/ promotional information 

20. CURRENT EVENTS 

Political, Social and Economic Aspects 
miscellaneous news 

Cultural Aspects 

art 8 ( theater/cinema/music) 
people in the art6 
special events 
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BANK OF OBJECTIVES 
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BANK OF OBJECTIVES 



TOPIC 1 - PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION 



1. Students will be able to state their name, age, and phone 
number in the target language. 

2. Students will be able to state their age, date and place of 
birth and nationality in the target language, 

3. Students will be able to describe their physical character- 
istics (ex. height, weight, facial features, complexion, body 
shape) in the target language. 

4. Students will be able to express their personal characteristics 
and preferences (ex. personality likes and dislikes, tastes and 
interests) in the target language, 

5. Students will be able to identify family members and family 
members' occupations in the target language. 

TOPIC 2 - SOCIALIZING 

1. Students will be able to use appropriate greetings and leave- 
takings in the target language. 

2. Students will be able to introduce themselves and other 
students in the target language. 

3. Students will be able to ask permission, thank and apologize 
appropriately in the target language. 

TOPIC 3 - NUMBERS AND SHAPES 

1, Students will be able to count and identify the numbers from 1- 
100 in the target language. 

2. Students will be able to add and subtract single, two and three 
digit numbers in the target language. 

3 4 Students will be able to ask and answer questions about clock 
time in the target language. 

4. Students will be able to identify a square, circle, triangle 
and rectangle in the target language. 

TOPIC 4 - COLORS 

1. Students will be able to name and identify the colors in the 
target language. 

2. Students will be able to identify the colors of objects in the 
target language. 

Students will be able to complete guided coloring activities in 
the target language. 
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